Secondary Source Assignment





Due: 2/13 in class

______________________________________________________________________________
Like your other papers in our class, your work for this one will begin with deciding upon a research topic—what aspect of American Identity do you want to know more about? Next, you’ll need to develop a research question that deals with that topic. Once you’ve decided on your research topic and question, you’ll find, read, and evaluate your sources, develop answers to your research question—and then use your sources to support the conclusions you’ve come to. 


For this paper, you will need to use at least seven sources. At least one source must be a scholarly book and at least three must be from peer-reviewed journals. You can use websites for the other sources, but they should be affiliated with either a university (.edu) or the government (.gov). If you want to use a .com or .org site, you’ll need to make sure that the other requirements are met first—that is, those would be in addition to your seven. Also, you can’t use Wikipedia for any of your sources. If you have questions about what would count as a credible source, just ask!

During this unit, you’ll be turning in an annotated bibliography consisting of at least ten potential sources for your paper. (Note that the annotated bibliography will count for 5% of your final grade, so don’t take it lightly.)
Your final paper should be 5-6 pages (not including your works cited page). Your sources should be cited properly in the body of your paper and in your works cited page in MLA format (unless you speak to me separately about the citation style used in your discipline). Before group conferences, we will create a final rubric for this unit’s paper together in class, and we will discuss the formatting to use for this unit’s paper.

Due Dates:
At least half of a draft of your paper is due on 2/1

Annotated Bibliography due at group conferences the week of 2/6-2/8.

A full draft of your paper is due at group conferences as well.

Your final draft is due 2/13 at the beginning of class.
